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ong, long ago, at the dawn of time, the N




Those who rebel against
the Lord and His spiritual -
laws, must enter the
material realm in various
material bodies. #
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The humans and-
other |n1'elllgen1'
' beings received:
_spiritual wisdom m‘_-
form of ‘the Vedic
literatures.
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Spoken by Kr'lshna Hlmself The Vedlc
~ wisdom had been passed by dur'ai

un‘rll Fr was wr'|1'1'en down by Srlla Vyasadeva who w.as.
empowered by Krlshna, more Than 5,000 ‘years.ago. -



B gt .+ In order'to preserve the
', ... timeless Vedic wisdom for.
. " ,. ‘eternity, Lord Krishna
. created a chain of “spiritual -.

e Aokl B masters who have. passed it
el ‘ LS Yo our hands |
. o &
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Ou'r of them; one ou1's1'andmg for " :
" his spiritual dcumen, compassion, . . o
- :knowledge and determination was - el
' “predicted thousands of years ago.. =~ = iR
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. In the Brahma-vaivarta Purana,
. Lord Krishna describes that *
=~ after 5,000 years of Kali-yuga
have passed, a great sage and
worshiper of Krishna's holy .
names will appear and spread

— ', the chanting of Krishna's names -

(in the form of the Hare
Krishna mantra), not only in

‘- " Indla bu'l' fhroughou‘r The wor'ld
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Later, in the 1800's,
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, a great
- devofee pr'edlcted in his
 ma 9a azme Sajjana-toshani:

”Soan fhere w:ll be a flme when chanting of
Krishna's name will be heard in England, France,
Russia, Germany and America."
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In answer to these prayers and predictions, in the
year of 1896, there appeared Abhay Charan De,
later known as His Divine Grace A. C.

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
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e A Prabhupada later
- L S attended Scottish
g Church College in

_—~ Calcutta, which was
. administered by the
) British.

Later, he refused to accept
his diploma from that college
as a protest against British
opression, although he had
actually completed all the
requirements for the degree.
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After this, a friend
of his father, Dr.
Bose, made him a
manager of his
§ chemical company.
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Thereafter, in 1918,
Prabhupada married and
soon started a family.




It was in 1922 when
Srila Prabhupada met
his spiritual master,
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura, for
the first time.

Bhaktisiddhanta told Srila
Prabhupada: “You are a nice
young man, and you know
English; therefore, you
should preach this mission of
Lord specifically to the
English-speaking countries in
the Western world."




initiation from Bhaktisiddhanta $
accepting him as his spiritual

1 In 1935, J-Sir'l Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati told
* him to print as many books as possible and to




Following the desire of his o e
spiritual master, Prabhupada |4
began publishing his Back to

Godhead magazine in 1944. He
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wrote them himself, had them
printed, and even rode into | [ﬂﬂ ﬂﬂd;“JE'ﬂ
town on the bus to distribute
these one-page sheets. But he
never stopped.
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‘ N Krsna’s
Names

"~ and distributed in many languages.



In 1953, he had started his
League of Devotees, a small
organization of Krishna-conscious
people. This was a forerunner of
what was to be The International
Society for Krishna Consciousness.
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In 1959, Srila Pr'abhupfda
accepted the renounced order *
(sannyasa) at the Gaudiya
Matha Keshava Temple in
Mathura to execute the order
of his spiritual master by
preaching and writing in the
English language.




Thereafter, he took up residence in Vrindavana, the
land of Krishna's birth. After some years, he
occupied a room in the Radha-Damodara temple.




o A
living there, though almost penniless
— and sometimes only eating every other day, H
1 he continued writing and distributing his Back

R - ”~ to Godhead magazine.
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Puranic texts.




ith This,‘ﬁb spatia
arry out the instructions his spiritual master_hac

given him n”éarly__?b years earlier. Ther
to travel to Americg




In 1965, Srila Prabhupada reached the shores of the
USA on the steamshlp J’aladufa He arrived wu‘rh the
01'4 . 'aq gaoilianr: 410 iar DeE A _- 0

During his voyagé at sea, Srila Prabhupada
suffered two severe heart attacks.
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Not knowing anyone, he thought, I am an old
man. I cannot do very much. But what I can do,
let me do in New York Cify which is the biggest

of all cities in the worl

B

| "bks nge'r b!" ah‘a:s‘raymg he nd there.
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Humbly consuder'mg hlmself to be ﬂ\e most msngmflcanf
servant of his spiritual master, Prabhupada pushed on
with great determination to try to accomplish many
ambitious things before the time he would die.
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In July of 1966, Prabhupada secured a storefront
(called "Matchless Gifts™) with an adjoining
apartment at 26 Second Avenue. He began holding
Bhagavad-gita classes at 6 AM and 7 PM.






In 1966, Prabhupada officially
founded The International Society
for Krishna Consciousness.
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— e Hare Krishna Mm-'ement

,. 7 INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY Y

FOR

KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS

L N Founder-Acharya His Divine Grace
=~ A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada -~

"

g devotees argued for using ‘God Consciousness’
inste gtl‘r Prabhupada replied sternly, “"God has a

e - Krishna. So, why not use it?”
i — “-‘- e -



_ 4 e
 In those early days Srila %
Prabhupada established
his basic program for
spreading Krishna
Conscuousness from which =
he never deviated.

I Every night he would sleep
only one or two hours, and
then rise early to translate.
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In the morning hour !
" he would h;véi the

ar'ly morn d’rshlp
hen gi I cfur'e
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| The remainder of the day was -
r)-' devoted to outdoor preaching, ﬂ‘\
" managing, and teaching his .+ ™

students about Krishna. »-
e @ @ " |
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Guided by Srila Pr';bhupad, Twoﬁ
couples among his disciples opened a

Hare Kr'lshna temple in San Francusco

- After Matchless Gifts in New York, lJ
S That was the second ISI(CON Temple
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January 29, 1967: all the cutting-edge

San Francisco bands (The Grateful Dead,

Moby Grape, Janis Joplin, Big Brother &

the Holding Company, Jefferson Airplane,
L r Messenger Service) ...
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3 £ GRATEFUL peap - MOBY BRAp
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MANTRA.ROCK DANCE

SUNDAY JAN29 py o BALLECDN By
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.. had agreed to appear with Srila Prabhupada at the Avalon
Ballroom’s Mantra-Rock Dance, proceeds from which went to the
newly opened local Hare Krishna temple. Thousands of jubilant

o hippies packed the hall.
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Af1‘er' NY and SF, new temples were opened in Mom‘r'eal
Los Angeles, Detroit, Boston, Philadelphia, Columbus...



In 1967, he r-etur'ned to Indug;.,end
stayed in the Radha- Damodar
temple for a fevLmon'rhs

.



__ Ini971 ¢ 2d Vrindavan with forty western i
4 disciples. T raveled across India, setti

s*for' thousands of people A:\'gny;ﬁ

joined his spiritual family. ;
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Some of &ﬂﬂ‘frabhupada's
unpé_’&lleled achievements
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ThoHare Krishne mnt TS

*THE POSITIVE ALTERNATIVE”

He organised traveling bus
parties in the USA and
Australia to spread Krishna's
teachings, spoken in the days
of yore and written 5,000
years ago in the timeless

Vedic literatures.
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He sent his disciples to London, where
} they recorded the single, "Hare Krsna

Mantra", with Geor'ge Har'r'lson in 1969.
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' . It became 1'he fas1'es1' sellmg of all|
the Apple Corporation's releases, Eug
including those of the Beatles. .-






He formally initiated approximately five i
“ thousand disciples. These initiates represented = |
a sweeping diversity of nationalities, races, ¥
ethnicities, and religious backgrounds. b ,




He spoke daily on the

philosophy of Krishna
consciousness, delivering
thousands of formal lectures.

Over 2,200 were recorded
and archived.



He conducted many hundreds of informal
conversations on the science of Krishna
consciousness with his disciples, guests and
friends. Over 1,300 were recorded and archived.
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He founded the Bhaktivedanta: Ins‘h'rufe (fo -advance
Krishna consciousness within the §cienhﬂ¢::eommum‘ry
engaging serious academlcs.m the conStﬁfeng:ln&h of the
science of self-reallza'hon
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He skillfully managéd his international

, society simply through letters and
personal meetings, virtually without the =

use of a telephone. —
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In 1971, he planted the seed of Krishna
consciousnhess in Moscow, thus repeating the same
preaching strategy he pre

. .
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Srila Prabhupada looked so lonely f;?
and all by himself as he walked 'f : PR
towards the Red Square in Moscow. e ;s






He irfr:oduced the "Sunday
Love Feast" - prasadam
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L_introduced the

secondary

ounding the

1 Dallas.
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il Hare Krishna
Food for Life




' Prabhupada’s followers were
i inspired to expand that

g original effort into a global
" network of free kitchens,
. vans and mobile services,

establishing daily delivery to
homeless and destitute
people around the world.
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He established 108 Krishna
temples on six continents,

N e installed the deity of
; L2 Krishna in each center and
= trained his disciples in the

- _process of deity worship.
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Srila Prabhupada's most
significant contribution,
however, is his books.

Highly respected by scholars for their auThori‘ry. depth,
and clarity, they are used in numerous colleges worldwide.
N e o e Y B




He wrote more than seventy

books on the science of Krsna

consciousness, sleeping only a
fewshours per day.

Dozens of prominent
scholars and
educators from
leading universities
praised his work.



He founded the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
(BBT) in 1972 to produce
his books. By 1976, over

55,000,000 literatures had
been published in twenty-
five languages.

His books are being
distributed in almost
every country, making the
BBT the world's largest
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"So many cheaters have come from India, convincing
their foolish followers to accept them as God, that
those who are actually well versed and learned in Indian *
culture have become very concerned and troubled... *“
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...For this reason I am very excited "
about the publication of Bhagavad-
) gita A It Is, by Sri A.C.
Bhakfl vedanta Swaml Prabhupada

4" A.C. Bhakiivedanta
B, Swraml thhupﬂdﬂ

"; Sr'lla Prabhupada from his very blrfh was fr'amed in ﬁ
the strict practice of bhakti-yoga, and he appears in
a succession of gurus that traces back to the orlgmal
speaking of Bhagavad-gita by Sri Krishna.”

. m‘ﬁ#‘-"ﬁl

Prof. Kailash Vajpeye (University of M exico,
Oriental studies), 1976.






I am impressed with how much
the teachings of one man and the
spiritual tradition he brought
have impacted themselves into
the lives of so many people.

of religion at Harvard University.
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Although he was the leader of such a vast
international society, having thousands of disciples -
he never had his own car or a permanent driver.




In spite of leading an international spiritual society,
he preferred to keep a low profile, living modestly
and riding on the public transport.
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“”lB dmf' of hus and
gr'ea'r compassion, Sr'ula Prabhupada
turned many drug addicts,
drunkards, criminals, etc. - into ...
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I "Take advantage of this rare opportunity of this human
% form of life. There are 8,400,000 different species of

Ilfe fhrough which we are rotating life affer life.

;50 ge 1'1'mg a human body is not an ever'yda affair. Thls
- most auspiciotus opportunity only comes after many

millions of lifetimes in the lower species. ..




ElnyonesVoadoesMot utilize their human life for self-



Srila Prabhupada’s whole life was exemplary. In
November 1977, he also taught his followers how a
real Iover'of God should leave his body.

Though u1'1'er'ly mcapacrl'm‘ed and fr'aglle he spem' The ‘rhe
last particles of his energy translating ancient Srimad-
Bhagavatam, with a microphone held to his mouth.
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Buildings like this one

. (samadhi mandir) were
erected to commemorate
the outstanding
contributions of this noble
soul and to enshrine his ;“'

_ body in Vr'mdavana Indla
" — .'I
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.
This outstanding person circled
the globe fourteen times and
visited every major country to
build the house in which the
whole world could live peacefully.




Author: Vrsabha das (LTSKCON Bosnia)
Text editing: Lyn Welker (Labangalatika d.d.)

Most of the text was taken from
www_stephen-knapp.com
by Stephen Knapp
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